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Sachiko Iwama

BREF

Sachiko Iwama is a Japanese doll and Oshie artist, as well as a member of the Japan-Europe Palace Art Association.

She exhibits her works in Japan and internationally.
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Artist’s Statement

More than half a century has passed since | first began studying doll-making.

As | continued creating, | came to realize that the very existence of dolls—an art form passed
down since ancient times

—had become the foundation of my artistic expression and the central theme of my work
throughout the years.

| believe that the essence embodied within dolls can be expressed through the ideas of
“humanity, love, and form.”

While carefully preserving the tradition of costume dolls born in the Edo period, I hope to share
with people around the world the beauty of Japanese kimono,

the delicate expressions of the face and body, the elegance of posture, and the uniquely
Japanese sense of movement and beauty that lives within each gesture,

By creating while staying close to the spirit of each doll, | feel that I am finally able to convey my
own heart and emotions to others.

It brings me great joy to know that people can experience and appreciate this artistic lineage
—from Oshieworks, through the costume dolls of the Heian and Edo periods, and into
contemporary creative costume dolls today.

Oshie no Ryo(“Cool Breeze of Oshie”) was created on a hot summer day while I felt the wind
flowing into the room through the window.

| would be very happy if this work allows viewers to experience even a small sense of coolness

and serenity.
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Japan-Europe Palace Art Association Commentary

Sachiko lwama’s Oshie works are grounded in more than half a century of experiencein
doll-making, giving rise to a refined artistic world that carries the spirit of Japanese tradition
into the present day.

Throughout her creations runs a consistent philosophy centered on “humanity, love, and
form,” through which she delicately conveys the emotional presence that resides within each
figure.

Particularly distinctive in lwama’s work is the combination of masterful craftsmanship rooted
in the tradition of Japanese costume dolls and a profound understanding of feminine elegance
in Japanese culture.

Graceful gestures, serene expressions, and meticulously rendered kimono patterns come
together to create scenes of remarkable poise and refinement.

Although Oshieis fundamentally a flat art form, her compositions possess a striking sense of
depth and narrative, capturing the essence of Japanese aesthetics within a single gesture or
moment.

At the heart of Sachiko lwama’s artistic practice lies a desire to create while remaining close to
the spirit of the figure itself.

By connecting the traditions of Oshie, the Japanese art of sculptural picture dolls, with
contemporary sensibilities, she imbues her work with a gentle sense of life and presence.
Through expressions of seasonal beauty, human emotion, and quiet grace, her art reflects the

subtle sensibilities that have long been cherished within Japanese culture.
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